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Dogs and Walkers
	ɦ 1st place- Mod and Tommy Schraff
	ɦ 2nd place- Betty Klopfer

Watermelon Eating Contest Winners, by Category
The firm, but immensely entertaining, judge for the two contests made 

sure that the following winners were the first in their age group to finish 

their slice so that absolutely, and indisputably, no red was showing:

	ɦ Youth- E. Mertz
	ɦ Adult- Dan Everhart

 
 

 

 
 

 

Meacham Real Estate Company
Kelly Meacham

Real Estate Agent
Cell: (614) 975-7896

Email: kelly@meach amreal estate.com
Websi te: www.meach amreal estate.com

Meacham Real Estate Company
Tim Meacham
Real Estate Agent
Cell: (614) 204-1069
Email: ti m@meach amreal estate.com
Websi te: www.meach amreal estate.com

We provide the
following services
with our listings  

• Curb Appeal Special:
   We provide touch up
   landscaping free of charge!

• 12 - 16 Page Brochure!

• HD Professional Photographs of Home! 

• Floor Plan AND Virtual
   Tour marketed for ALL Listings!
• 3D Matterport with
   individualized address website!

LIST WITH ME FOR 2%!  CALL TIM OR KELLY FOR TWO!

If you did not collect your 

prize ribbon at the awards 

presentation on the 4th, Mrs. 

Ogle will give your ribbon to 

you at any Civic Association 

meeting at the shelter house.

If there are any corrections to 

this information please e-mail 

the CHCA webmaster at 

willpearce@columbus.rr.com.
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CHCA 2026 MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE UPDATE

Each spring, we ask Colonial Hills residents to make a small contribution to the Colonial Hills Civic Association. 

Your membership dues help fund our annual scholarship for a local high school senior and cover other 

expenses throughout the year, including the Colonial Hills Courier and community events.

While many of our events are generously sponsored by local businesses, some are not, including portions 

of the July 4th celebration, the Halloween Party, the luminary display, and the food drive. Your membership 

dues (and many volunteer hours!) are what make the continuation of these neighborhood events possible. 

Even if you don't regularly attend neighborhood events or don't have a child who will eventually be eligible 

for the scholarship, we hope you'll consider your membership a worthwhile investment in Colonial Hills. 

These programs and traditions add to the sense of community that makes our neighborhood such a special 

place to live—and help support the value and appeal of our homes.

So far this year, fewer than 25% of Colonial Hills households have paid their membership dues. As the chart 

below shows, participation has steadily declined since 2011. Our goal is to bring participation back to at least 

40%.

Meanwhile check out the table on the following page to discover which districts have bragging rights for 

leading the 2026 membership drive with the highest participation. If your district is not on the leaderboard, 

rally your neighbors!

If you haven't yet paid your 2026 membership dues, please consider doing so today. It's a small investment 

that makes a big difference in keeping Colonial Hills vibrant, welcoming, and connected.

MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION
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District District Range % Participation

4 416-500 S. Selby 73.7%

3 300’s S. and N. Selby, 5500’s Greenwich 57.9%

19 464-517 Meadoway Park 47.1%

20 522-584 Meadoway Park 44.4%

32 174-235 Loveman 38.9%

22 424-490 Colonial 33.3%

25 346-397 Colonial, 5710-5736 Andover 33.3%

27 234-332 Park Blvd. 33.3%

17 429-507 Park Blvd. 28.6%

24 345-409 Park Blvd. 28.6%
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HOLIDAY PREVIEW & EVENTS 
FOR REMAINDER OF YEAR

Mark your calendars for the remaining Colonial Hills events!

October 25 Halloween Party and Pumpkin Patch

October 27 Halloween Decorating Contest

October 31 Trick or Treat in Colonial Hills

November 7 Annual Food Drive

November 10 CHCA Officer Election

December 5 Luminary Kit Assembly

December 13 Holiday Party

December 13 Luminary Night

December 15 Holiday Decorating Contest
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CHCA OFFICER ELECTIONS

Most of your elected representatives work under the assumption that they have committed to multiple 

years and they can be free of trying to pander, worried about votes for the next election cycle. Not so for 

the CHCA Board; no, dear friends and neighbors, your Civic Association Officers are elected every year. So 

you can hold us accountable for every neighborhood party that went slightly awry from your expectations 

and vote someone else into the seat of any officer. And that also means that you can step up and serve at 

any time as part of the few, the proud, the CHCA Officers. 

So if you are interested in participating as President, VP of Communications, VP of Events, Secretary, 

Treasurer or Webmaster, please email CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com or simply come to one of the meetings, 

the second Tuesday of every month, at the Selby Park Shelter House and express your interest!

This year we are introducing a “Junior Officer” program as well. Should you think you might be interested in 

volunteering, you can raise your hand for the year and volunteer alongside the current officer and decide if 

you want to be a part of the team for next year. Please contact us at CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com to let us 

know your interest.

And if you are so inclined, your current officers' names and emails are in the front of this newsletter. Send 

them an email telling them Thank You! Little things like that make a person's day. Send your complaints and 

hate mail to weloveyoutoo@colonialhills.com . We will respond to every one we get. 

TROOP 331 FOOD DRIVE

Question: What action drives dopamine, oxytocin and serotonin, 

increasing mental health and decreasing negative stress and anxiety? 

Answer: Giving! And since we care about those positive benefits and 

more importantly, care about our community, we are again partnering 

with Troop 331 for a Food Drive on Saturday, November 7. 

Last year, Colonial Hills and the Cub Scouts collected a record 2,224 lbs of food. Records are made to be 

broken! So be on the lookout for more information and make a run to your local grocery store to help those 

in need in our community. Not only are you helping friends and neighbors in the community, you are helping 

yourself. 

SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7
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THANK YOU TO LESLIE

We are blessed to have a tremendous group of volunteers in Colonial Hills. Friends and neighbors show up 

to support the neighborhood in ways big and small. And though she doesn’t want the attention, like a true 

servant-hearted leader, Leslie Caruso is one of those neighbors and volunteers that shows up at every event 

to truly embody “The Friendly Community.” Leslie also happens to be the Civic Association President! So 

we want to take a moment to very publicly say “Thank you!”

We are not sure how we lucked out and got such a gem for our small association but Leslie is a gift to this 

community. Whether you realize it or not, she is often the first to arrive and last to leave at events and helps 

make sure the merry band of neighbors on the CHCA board stay on task and serving the community. Thank 

you for your leadership Leslie. We appreciate you!

Annual Reports That Raise Support

Professional design that earns donor trust and frees 

your team's time. Custom reports that reflect the 

caliber of your mission-driven work.

kateburgener.com
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SCAM-PROOFING YOUR FAMILY

By Lindsy Gwozdz

I manage risk for a mortgage bank: fraud, cybersecurity, the whole worrying menu. Which means I'm the 

one my family calls. Over the years I've walked my parents, grandparents, and siblings through the same 

short list of protections, and it occurred to me our neighbors might find it useful too. Here it is. A handful of 

things that take an afternoon and can save you an awful year.

Freeze your kids' credit. If you have children, this is the one I'd beg you to do. Your child has a Social 

Security number and a blank credit file. They are a perfect, quiet target. A thief can open accounts in your 

ten-year-old's name, and you won't find out until they apply for a student loan years later. A freeze locks 

that file. It's free, and you place it separately at all three bureaus; for a child it takes a little paperwork. (Links 

below.) While you're at it, freeze your own. That part takes about ten minutes online.

Have "the phone call rule" with your parents. The grandparent scam is exploding, and it's gotten 

frighteningly good. Losses reported by older adults recently quadrupled into the billions. A panicked 

voice calls: "Grandma, I'm in trouble, I need money, don't tell Mom." With AI, scammers can now clone a 

grandchild's actual voice. I've had this exact conversation with the older adults in my own family. The fix is 

low-tech: agree that any urgent call asking for money or gift cards gets hung up on and called back on the 

real number. Better yet, pick a family "safe word." If the caller can't say it, it's a scam.

Treat urgent texts and links like strangers at the door. Almost every scam runs on urgency — the unpaid 

toll, the "fraud alert," the delivery fee. The point is to spike your heart rate so you act before you think. The 

rule I give everyone: never click the link in the message. If it might be real, go to the source. Type the bank's 

address yourself, or call the number on your card.

Two quick habits. Turn on two-factor authentication for your email and bank. Email especially, since it 

resets every other password. And use a password manager so one breach doesn't become ten.

If something does go sideways, report it at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. It’s free, and it helps investigators spot 

patterns.

None of this requires being a "tech person.” Grab a coffee some Saturday and cross it off the list.

Where to freeze your child's credit (all free):
	ɦ Start here — the FTC's plain-English how-to: 

consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-protect-your-
child-identity-theft

	ɦ Equifax: equifax.com/personal/credit-report-
services/credit-freeze

	ɦ Experian: experian.com/blogs/ask-experian/
requesting-a-security-freeze-for-a-minor-
childs-credit-report

	ɦ TransUnion: transunion.com/credit-freeze

Have a question? I'm a neighbor — flag me down.
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John S. Jones
	  		  Attorney at Law

John is a long-time Colonial Hills resident whose practice
focuses on Estate Planning & Estate Administration.

867 High St., Suite C
Worthington, OH 43085
jsj@jsjlaw.com

Office: 885-8118
Fax: 885-5559

www.lawyers.com/jsjlaw

“I make house calls in the Hills”

LUMINARY KITS ASSEMBLY

Please save the date for Saturday, December 5, at 10:00 AM—the first 

Saturday in December—to come over to the shelter house for our 

Luminary Kits Assembly event. We hope to be completed with our 

assembly tasks by around 11:00 AM, the same as last year, when 22 

adult and 12 youth volunteers completed assembly for 902 kits for our 

826 homes in Colonial Hills at 10:50 AM, tying our record time of the 

previous year. So shovelers, keep your garden shovel ready for use in 

December!

I will be writing another article for the next Courier and a blogpost 

for the website, explaining the volunteer positions for this event. This 

article and blogpost will give the link for the SignUpGenius, which also 

will be publicized via both the CHCA and the Colonial Hills Facebook 

pages by around the second week in November.

The same as the previous four years, signing up via SignUpGenius for 

a given position and arriving about 5 to 10 minutes before 10:00 AM, 

will reserve this position for you. After all reserved positions have been 

filled, we will assign those volunteers who didn’t sign up beforehand, 

to fill any remaining inside and outside positions – and please note that 

we are grateful for all volunteers, and we always seem to find a position for everyone.

Most of our volunteers return every year, especially to enjoy conversations with their neighbors new and 

old—plus the donuts, coffee and hot chocolate!

Will Pearce

Event Chair

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 5, 

10 AM
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Agent

2500 W Dublin Granville Rd
Columbus, OH 43235-5701

Bus: 614-764-2411
janna@jannaismyagent.com
www.jannaismyagent.com
        

Janna Bidlack

Call, click or stop by today 

Local service
& great rates

CYNTHIA MACKENZIE
614.204.5380 mobile

cy@cymack.com
www.cymack.com

PET/HOUSE SITTERS/MISC. SERVICES

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832; pet sitter

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com; dog 

walker

Harrison George, 614-787-3261; pet sitter

Ruth Glass, 614-218-5972; pet sitter/walker

Matthew Harrison, 614-888-6360; house/pet 

sitter, mowing

Carly Johnson, www.happytailscolumbus.com; 

Pet Sitting/Dog Walker; (Happy Tails Pet 

Care); Bonded & Insured, Online Booking

Chelsey Jones, 614-440-0427; pet sitter (dogs & 

cats)/walker

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (cats)

Gavin Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (dogs & 

cats)

Archie Ziss, 614-824-9043; pet sitter

This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

BABYSITTER LISTINGS

Melina Balch, 614-271- 7688+

Daphne Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia)

Lucy Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia)

Ali Diehl, 614-633-8059+

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com*

Ruth Glass, 614-218-5972+

Lexi Gregory & Camille Kamradt, 614-937-6501+ (BB)

Audrey Holton, 740-221-0146 (cell)+(BB)

Etta Kilzer-Whisman, 614-749-9513

Regan Jones, 614-318-9182

Zoe Lawhead, 614-361-3832

Lily Millwater, 614-844-3836 (cell) or 614-396-6144+

Julia Orloff, 614-885-4963+

Alaina and Charlie, 

thewatchfuleyebabysitting@gmail.com+(BB)

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; Parent helper for 

kids ages 2-4

+ = Red Cross certified 
* = Girl Scout certified
(SS) = Safesitter certified
(BB) = Better Babysitters class
This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com


